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Owned  by  John  Beatty 
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Old  Letter 
Tells  of  Relics 

Scrap  of  Lincoln's 
Shirt  Comes  to  Light 


John  Beatty  died  many  years 
ago  and  had  no  heirs.  To  liis 
friend,  Frank  M.  Sherry,  he  left 
an  unusual  collectior  of  clip- 
pings. Confederate  money,  and  a 
piece  of  the  shirt  President 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  wearing 
the  night  of  his  murder,  in  Ford 
Theatre  in  Washington. 

Frank  M.  Sherry  was  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Frank  L. 
Cummings,  of  Longdale.  A  while 
ago,  Mrs.  Cummings  was  rum- 
maging through  the  collection  of 
things  her  grandfather  left  when 
he  died.  Among  them  was  a  let- 
ter which  came  to  light  yester- 
day on  the  birthday  of  President 
Lincoln. 

Nothing  further  is  necessary  to 
complete  this  little  story  but  to 
quote  part  of  the  long,  be'S.uti- 
fully  penned  letter,  now  yellow 
and  frayed. 

WRITTEN  3  DAYS  LATER 

It  was  dated  April  17.  1865,  and 
was  written  by  Mose  Sandford, 
who  worked  in  an  undertaking 
establishment.    This  is  what  he 
had  to  say  to  his 
Dear  Friend  Johnny: 
I    "  .  .  The  morning  he  died  Gen- 
1  era!  Rucker  came  immediately  to 
'  our  shop  and  had  a  common  pine 
box  made  to  bring  him  from  Tenth 
Street  to  the  White  House  m. 
After  they  arrived  at  the  house, 
they  cut  his  clothes  off  and  threw 
Ihem  in  the  box  we  made,  ana 
sent  the  box  back  to  the  shop  for 
safe  keeping.  It  was  placed  m  my 
chargein  my  room,  the  hardware 
department. 

"And  just  as  soon  as  the  coast 
was  clear.  I  unscrewed  the  lid  and 
went  thfough  the  wardrobe  for 
relics.  I  found  one  of  the  sleeves 
of  his  shirt,  one  of  his  sleeve  but- 
tons black  enamel  trimmed  with 
gold  and  the  letter  L  on  the  out- 
side with  A.  L.  underneath  that  i 
sent  To  the  Secertary  of  War.  The 
busom  of  his  shirt  was  the  next 
thing  which  met  my  eyes  as  it 
had  considerable  blood  upon  it  so 
I  iust  confiscated  the  whole  of  it. 
TOOK  NECKTIE  ALSO 

"The  piece  I  send  you.  and  an- 
other about  the  same  size  is  all 
I    have    left.     The    necktie  I 
wouldn't   part   with   under  any 
consideration.    I've  taken  all  the 
screws  out  of  the  box  which  were 
turned  down  on  him  from  ientn 
Street  to  his  house  and  I  have 
put  others  in  their  place.    I  will 
give  you  one  when  I  come  home. 
The  box  he  was  brought  up  m 
is  within  five  feet  of  my  desk 
where  I  am  now  writing.  ...  , 
It  would  be  hard  to  explain  how 
just  a  simple  little  piece  of  fine 
linen  can  make  one  feel.  There 
was  a  faded  brown  spot  on  n\ 
where  scissors  cut  through  it  sev- 
enty-seven years  ago.        _  \ 


Dr.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind . 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

When  in  Washington  last  week,  I 
was  talking  with  Dr.  G.  Percy  Powell  and  he 
suggested  that  I  contact  you  relative  to 
some  Lincoln  items. 

A  letter  written  by  Mose  Sandford, 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  April  17,  1865,  two 
days  after  President  Lincoln's  death,  trans- 
mitting a  piece  of  Lincoln *s  shirt-bosom  to 
his  friend  John  Beatty,  Esq.,  Exchange  Brok- 
er   Jersey  City,  N.J.    A  photo  made  by  omith- 
soAian  of  my  typewritten  copy  of  the  letter 
is  enclosed  and  will  give  you  full  inform- 
ation how  the  material  was  obtained. 

If  you  are  interested,   I  will  for- 
ward the  original  letter  with  the  Pi^ce  of 
Shirt-bosom  for  your  examination  and  oiier. 

I  also  have  a  lot  of  interesting 
newspaper  items  relating  to  Lincoln  dating 
up  to  1891. 

My  main  hobby  is  collecting  Confed- 
erate, Broken  Bank,  Colonial  and  Continental 
currency.  Do  you  have  any  duplicates  thai, 
you  would  like  to  trade  for  notes  that  you 
do  not  have? 


Sincerely  yours. 


Rovwaber  12,  1959 


Mr.  CharlsB  J.  Affleck 
34  Peyton  Street 
Wlnchesterj  Vii^inia 

Dear  Mr.  Afflecks 

W©  are  pleased  to  receive  your  recent  letter  with  photostat 
copy  and  infoi^tion  relative  to  the  piece  of  Abraham  Uncoin's 

shirt-boscd  fe^ilch  jtju  liave  in  your  possesssion. 

As  noted  iii  oxir  enclosure.  Dr.  Mc2-lu3*try  is  at  present  out  of 
the  office  on  a  trip  to  the  Far  East  and  will  not  return  here 
until  mid-Deceober. 

Would  you  care  to  place  a  price  on  your  relic? 

In  any  event  I  think  it  will  be  best  if  you  do  not  forward  the 
piece  of  Lincoln»s  ehirt^ososa  at  this  time,  but  rather  w.t 
until  Dr*  McE^urtry«s  return  here  to  Uie  office.    I  know,  he 
will  be  very  liappy  to  see  your  relic  and  will  advise  you  at 
that  time. 

Sincerely  yours. 


(Miss)MCoellering  tad 


Dsceraber  17,  1959 


Mr.  Charles  J.  Affleck 
34  Pfeyton  Sti-eet 
Winchester,  Virginia 

Dear  ^fr.  Afflecks 

I  have  lust  read  your  letter  of  November  6th,    I  have 
returned  to  my  office  (only  a  few  days  ago)  froB  a  three  months  speaking 
tour  to  the  Far  Fast, 

I  air.  interested  in  the  original  letter  Mose  Sandford  wrote  to 
hie  "Dear  Friend  Johnny"  as  well  as  the  piece  of  Lincoln's  shirt^bosom 
which  you  have  in  your  possession.    What  price  are  you  asking  for  th« 
letter  and  reHc?   W©  do  not  price  iteiss  that  are  offered  to  us  for  sale. 
Therefore,  I  hope  you  will  set  a  price  on  the  iteiss. 

We  do  not  have  any  duplicate  currency  coins  or  steffips  to  be 
used  in  exchange. 

lours  sincerely. 


RCMihw 


R,  Gerald  >4ctotry 


—  Urn 

I  MrtlT  think  »  l»tt«r  J'?"  tt**™  ?  ♦».- 

froSifrci  »n  Old  frlwid  will  ?«  ttiiri«tt«P  •  «^  ^* 

•hlPt  bo«o«  worn      **»;/r?!i°  i %uh  you  to  gi"  »  »s 

sViS"ai^it  lo^hrSht^'^H^..  in 

morning         ^  to  Ijring  hl»  f^'  off  of  hi* 

••^  »oo«  *•  the  oo»»t        2,    X  found  on  on*  of 

P*^  iH«  «ftrd  Rob*  for  ^i^®*:,!-;  Blaok  onM*!** 

o  :  ^!^UT  L  o^.^^^t^U^o?  hi.  .hlrt 

t-P^         '^^t  the  Seoi-  of  '»'^^J^!e^iid*rmhle  blood 

same  »!»•       t^LL  I  have  takon  the 

^  any  o«^«^!«^!i^in  on  hS  fro*  10th  St. 
•  ah  were  turned  doen^on  ni.^^^ 

other*  in  their  Pa»o*  ^    within  5 

...n^  Dont  forget  to Jl^^^^ 

f  iae  at  Grover*  T*^**tr« 

^^v-i  roo  Forde  they  were  P^X*^ 

1u»t  3  ^^olmeneed  the  Ub  Aot  1 

1  Lae  aTFrlendt  of  alne  and 

.      -K4«>»  vaa  20  «lnutea  to 
time  which        *  shernan  March 
*  "til^oo?  T the  theatre 

^inlSV^xotS^ii^  turn  out 
nd  a  man  ^^f^, i'^wTJ^^rlvate  hox  at 

^  ie«idTluod  to  the  epot 

-  t  ®        >ody  •••r'^-^t.eBPted  to  aoore 

'""l  iiffuU  oftS't')  everybody 
.pie  jack  for  ^  **f^^;^inother  exclghted 
,     or  Forde    and  •^^^.^''J^  and  was  inforaed 
3*eed  I  asked  who  ^id  It  »na      ^^^^^^  ^ 
croed  .ingins  the  President  out  wn^      ^.,^e.e  1* 

entirely  auspended  and  the  wno 


exolghtoent  J^B  pretty  «e.l  died  ^^^^^J^^^^  ^,,4  ^ext  day. 

of  the  1-realdent  and  It  wli^  ia  >         ■--"^®,.''"™  ^,  „  ^itip  List, 

a'nd  the  Funeral  takes  place  on  Thursday  11^^1111.. 

week  in  the  ^^^^^^f^^^^J,^^^^,'^^^,'^;.  ^in  ims^ll  are  closed  and 
Stores  every  P.^^f ^^^'^  1?  dont  do  for  a  man  to  open  hie 
perfectly  inundated  « 1th  crape        r'^LocoO  Reward  haa  bean  off^r^ 
mouth  unless  he  tiks  the  right  way  ^  and  up  to  dats 

here  for         arrest  and  , convlcU^  ^,1^^, 

they  are  still  at  ^^^^^  '  r^^'^'^^j^Son  Square  and  nearly  opposite 
Fords  Theatre,  In  the  ^ear  of  ^^^'^^^^^^^^^ uns  along  finely  but 
the  «hlte  House  on  Ij        .^/^rmav  ni^^ht  was  a^night'long  to  b^ 
hl8  son  is  very  low  Indeed.  Friday  "^l^^^^^"^       .     ?.g  ijaposslbl©  fof 
remembered  by  me  I  was  on  ^^^^^^^^^^^  Sir;  ihe  City  ^as  in  cn# 

me  i.o  describe  the  scenes  aa   ^^^J  ^^^I^:  .Srner  LkI  10th  o% . 

continual  .hlrl  or  B~^^^ 

.as  one  solid  '^'^^^^r  -raltors  instead  of  hunting  for  thea . 

and  yelling  ^ ^^.^i^Hhl a  to  a  close.  Give  my  regards 
VJell  Johnny  I  wilx  b^ye  to  br.ng  ^'•^'^  ;        friend®.  Write  Boon  an4 
to  your  mother  Tom  ^Uly  and  alx  enquirins  frie^^^  .^^^ 

dont  forget  to  f ^^^^f^^^^f^^f ^^^"^  t.;^e  repreB6nt.d  It  to  be. 
reirihlB^retLr^tth^t'y  b^at^rspects^and  wiahe.  fro.  your  tru. 

Friend.  ^  ^^.^^ 

Mcs©  bandf ora . 


could  not         Fridaya  advertis- 
ment  ®o  I  send  ThuradayB  with  the 
Dlav  for  Friday  advertleed  . 
^    ^  Mose. 


